Virgin’s Pendolino trains

In 2002, Virgin Trains in the UK began operating custom-designed Pendolino trains known
as the Class 390 on its West Coast Main Line (WCML) franchise. The 53 9-car trains were
constructed by Alstom and are leased by Virgin Trains from Angel Trains.

Due to the failure of the WCML upgrade to provide in-cab signalling, these units are limited
in service to 125 mph (200 km/h) operation rather than their 140 mph (225 km/h) design
speed. In 2006, Virgin Trains announced that, over the next three years, they will be
examining the possibility of running the trains at 135 mph (215 km/h) through the Trent
Valley as part of their new WCML Franchise Proposal.
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