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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Once again Christmas is upon us and as always our school term has flown by at a 
pace. 
  
I hope you have taken the opportunity to visit school, perhaps attending our Open Day 
in November, seeing for yourself some of the aspects of education provided by GANF. 
 
As you are aware, since converting to an Academy in September, we have formed a 
Multi Academy Trust called CIT Academies.  
 
CIT Academies is managed by a Trust Board and is responsible for both GANF schools 
(Ambergate and Sandon) and more recently, now officially sponsors Isaac Newton 
School. To find out more, see the full story on page 3 or please visit the CIT website 
www.citacademies.co.uk 
  
Staff and students at GANF are enjoying a busy term with our Christmas celebrations 
taking place at St Anne’s Church. We will be having a superb Christmas lunch this 
week and also a fantastic school trip to the Guildhall to watch the Pantomime ‘Aladdin’! 
  
I would like to extend our sincere thanks as we say goodbye to Teachers, Rhiannon 

Davies and Kelly Bennett, and also Teaching Assistants, Bee Mobbs, Lisa Newman, 

Karen Walsh-Horne and Sarah Dowsett. We wish them all well!  We are currently   

conducting staff interviews and will inform you of new placements in the New Year. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
  
Warmest regards, 

Ann White 

Principal in charge of Schools                                                                                         
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Religious Studies for Oak Class 

On 1st October, Oak class visited Lincoln Cathedral on a RE residential day trip. The children listened to the 

story of Moses parting the sea and then took part in telling the story themselves, where Moses walks his     

followers through the sand. The pupils tasted homemade flatbread and had a go at making their own stained 

glass windows.  

Everyone enjoyed using the ‘Explorer Bags’ to find out about the different 

parts of the Cathedral. We were 

able to look closely at the detail of 

the beautiful Cathedral using         

magnifying glasses (pictured left) 

and binoculars to see the ceiling; it 

was very high!  

Towards the end of the day, the 

vicar held a special service and two 

GANF pupils, Frances and Lewis, 

helped to hold up his special      

On Friday 26
th
 September, GANF Pathway’s 

Hospitality Group at Ambergate organised a 

cake sale in order to take part in the National 

MacMillan Coffee Morning Event taking 

place across the UK. 

Pupils made a number of delicious cakes to 

sell at the coffee morning. They sold very well and as a result of 

your kind and generous donations, Hospitality raised just over £32!  

The students have forwarded this money onto Macmillan.  

Hospitality would like to thank everyone very much, for their support and generosity with this 

event. 

Four night residential for Sandon Pupils! 

A number of Sandon pupils embarked on a residential trip to 

Grimsby. 

They were participating in 'Work Skills Week' run by The Linkage 

Trust from Monday 20th October through to Friday 24th           

October.   

Each year a group of our pupils, along with other SEN schools in 

Lincolnshire, attend ‘Work Skills Week’ where they take part in numerous 

workshops. These workshops cover topics such as health and    wellbeing, 

food service, bike maintenance, performing arts and office media.  

For 2014 the event was held in Weelsby, near to Grimsby, where seven of our 

Sandon pupils had a great time meeting pupils from other schools, further   

developing their social and communication skills, along with their independent 

skills. 



Distinctions for two GANF pupils! 

Two former GANF pupils have both received Distinction pass grades for their BTEC 

Level 2 IT Exam. 

Harry Brown and Joshua Feasy were both delighted with their results; 

Harry, “The exam was hard but very fun. I’m happy because I got to do the course I 

wanted at College and I’m learning new stuff every week.” 

Josh, “I was so happy with my distinction because it was 

that grade that got me onto the course I wanted at Lincoln 

College!” 

Both Harry and Josh have gone onto further education at 

Lincoln College. Harry is studying Creative Media Studies, 

whilst Josh is studying ICT. 

We are also thrilled to hear that Harry still volunteers every 

week at Siren FM, following on from his hugely successful 

work experience there earlier in the year. 

Well done boys, we wish you all the best :-) 

Isaac Newton School joins CIT 

On December 1st 2014, Isaac Newton Primary School converted to an      

Academy. 

Paul Hill took over as Head Teacher at Isaac Newton in January this year,  

“This is an exciting time for us. The freedoms presented by Academisation,    

will allow us to think outside the box and improve the school further. We do    

not intend to change Isaac Newton but will continue the drive to build on the 

standards achieved within the last academic year. For students, it is unlikely       

that they will see much, if any, change in their day to day school lives apart       

from more opportunities becoming available.” 

Isaac Newton School is now officially part of the newly formed Multi Academy 

Trust, C.I.T. - Community Inclusive Trust Academies. 

C.I.T. already manage GANF’s two schools, Ambergate Sports College and      

Sandon School (both rated “Outstanding”), and will now sponsor Isaac Newton 

School. 

Paul Hill welcomes the assistance, “I am pleased to have the opportunity to work with GANF and become part of the Community 

Inclusive Trust. This relationship will support the hard work my staff are doing to rapidly improve the standards of education for 

all pupils at Isaac Newton”. 

Peter Bell, Executive Head at GANF & CIT Chief Executive, added, “My team and I are delighted to be working with Paul and 

his staff.  We will be offering them guidance, challenges and opportunities for resourcing, as well as our expertise, to support 

them on their journey to provide the highest level of education available.” 



GANF receives Lottery Funding! 

We were among 99 projects in the East Midlands that received a share of £829,384 in 

grants from the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme. 

We are always striving to improve the lives of our pupils through environment and ex-

periences and to this end, we have been fundraising to install a small adapted gym at 

our Ambergate site. 

Our more able pupils can access our sports field for football, rugby, running, hockey, 

long jump etc. However, our less able pupils struggle to access some of the physical aspects of sport and having a purpose 

built gym will enable inclusion across the Fellowship. 

Principal in charge of schools, Ann White “Life skills are paramount and sit very high within our organisation. We want to pre-

pare our pupils as best we can for life after education. For many of them, improving and developing their motor skills will give 

them a better chance in life and spending time with others at the gym will enable them to boost their social skills. We are 

thrilled to receive this lottery grant of £10,000”. 

Full story on page 10... 

Sandon parent, Katie Bennington, got up early during October and set 

up two car boot sales to raise money for GANF. 

After two wet mornings of standing in the rain, Katie raised a whopping 

£220! Thank you Katie x 

Happy Diwali!  

Both Ambergate and Sandon pupils took part in Diwali Day in October. 

They watched a performance of the play “Rama and Sita” and enjoyed 
dressing up in traditional Indian Saris. After learning about how the 
‘lights lead the way’, the pupils made their own salt dough Diwali lamps, 
which they decorated with beads and sequins.  

Pupils also used coloured sand to make Rangoli patterns (pictured  
below, right).   



We are now using texts (via 

Parentmail) more and more, 

to inform you of goings on in 

school. Please make sure 

details on your individual 

Parentmail account, are up to 

date with the correct mobile 

number….Many thanks! 

Another success story from ‘Independent Travel Training’! 

Year 14 pupil Tim Lawrence expressed an interest in  Independent 

Travel Training when he visited the GANF Leavers Information 

Evening on Wednesday 8
th
 October 2014. He spoke with the  

Travel Trainers and then Terry Cheeseman visited Tim and his 

Mum and Dad at home, to explain the process and for them to give 

consent for Tim to do the training. 

Tim had found this initial step extremely difficult as he had very 

little confidence in his ability to travel independently. However,  

Terry began Tim’s training in early May and for the first few weeks, 

walked and travelled the full route with him, as he was quite    

nervous. As Tim became more confident, Terry reduced the     

support. At first, Tim walked a little way in front of Terry, on his 

way to school, then as Tim progressed Terry walked on the      

opposite side of the road and observed from there. This continued until Terry was able to just check on Tim at 

various points along the route, until Tim was confident he could do it all by himself. It was important for Terry to 

check that Tim was choosing safe crossing places at roads by himself.  

When travelling on the bus Terry and Tim travelled together for a few weeks and then Terry would get on at an 

earlier stop and again get off at an earlier stop. This helped ease Tim into travelling on the bus by himself, which 

he achieved within a few weeks.   

Terry said “Tim continued to make good progress during the last few weeks at school and seemed much more 

confident.  However, I do know that he can get nervous, as he is very safety conscious. By taking part in the travel 

training it has helped Tim realise that he has all the abilities to travel on his own.” 

Further training in town has also been done with Tim to increase his awareness of different areas. He is now fully 

able to travel from home to school and college and back home again. He has increased his road safety       

awareness, overcome his nervousness about doing new things and having people he doesn’t know, near to him,         

ie; sitting on busy public transport. 

Ann White, Principal In charge of Schools for GANF said “Tim has learned a vital skill that will enable him to travel 

independently, not only for school and college, but for when he wants to start work. We are very proud of him for 

overcoming his fears of travelling alone. Well done Tim!” 

Harvest Festival at Sandon 

A big thank you to all of you for 

your Harvest donations. On Friday 

10
th
 October, Sandon Lower 

School and Ash Class held a   

Harvest Festival Assembly. 

 

 

Each class presented to the rest of the school all their work or a song, based on       

harvest time. The pupils were then invited to bring forward the food which they 

had brought in especially for this event. This was collected as in keeping with a 

traditional Harvest Festival and afterwards all of the generous donations of food 

were sent down to the charity food bank in Grantham. 



 
 

 

The Friends of Sandon and Ambergate (FOSA) organised a sell-out curry and 

quiz night in October that raised £710 towards GANF’s Adapted Gym Project. 

It is the latest in a series of fundraising events from FOSA and couldn’t of  

taken place without the sterling input from FOSA members. 

The Curry & Quiz event was held at Ambergate and saw more than 80 ticket 

holders enjoy a home-made curry, as well as testing their knowledge with a 

quiz hosted by GANF’s Vice Principal, Duncan Fielding. 

Chair of FOSA, Katie Bennington, said: “We are very grateful to local businesses who donated ingredients for the curry 

and fabulous raffle prizes, and to everyone who gave up their time to help set the evening up”. 

The evening was full or laughs and the 

winning team at the end of the night 

was “Joe Average” who very kindly 

gave their winnings back to FOSA to 

put towards the Gym Project! Katie had 

to throw in a kiss for good measure too! 

 

Pictured far right: Sandon parent, Michelle Bennett and her parents, who spent all 

evening cooking a delicious curry for all who attended! Thank you! 

FOSA’s NEXT MEETING is on Wednesday 7th January 6pm at The Kings Hotel in Grantham - ALL WELCOME! 

Curry 

Quiz 

Night 

FOSA ‘100 Club’ 

A big thank you to everyone who bought a number for our "FOSA 100 Club" this year. We are 

thrilled to tell you we have given away over £600 in prize money during 2014 and raised over 

£1,000 for GANF in the process! 

New numbers for 2015 are on sale now!  

We have sold 37 of 100 numbers so far, for  2015.  Each number is just £12 and that gives you 

a chance to win in every monthly draw and also in the bonus draw at Christmas.  

PLEASE NOTE: If you have a number this year it isn't automatically carried over for you next 

year, you have to    re-apply for 2015! 

If you are interested, please email katie.bennington@ganf.org.uk or jacki.bartram@ganf.org.uk  

Thank you, as always, for your support   

FOSA Christmas Market  

Katie and the team organised another   

successful market, this time for the Festive 

Season.  

Doors opened at 7pm on Thursday 4th  

December at Grantham Town Football Club 

and saw 180 shoppers through the doors! 

There was everything on sale from     

Christmas decorations to novelty candle 

gifts to handmade crafts to handbags...there was so much under one roof, it was a tremendous evening.  

The event raised a superb amount of £1,020 for GANF!  Thank you to all involved! 



Ascot Team Building 

Ascot Class have recently been on their first residential trip to Beaumanor Activity Centre in 

Leicestershire. 

Beaumanor Hall offers outdoor learning experiences for children of all ages, from Foundation 

Stage through to post 16. The Centre offers a range of educational activities, from adventurous 

through to nature studies.  

Ascot pupils stayed for one night in the beautiful Hall at Beaumanor and took part in numerous 

team building activities throughout their stay. 

They enjoyed orienteering, shelter and bridge building whilst in the evening they sang songs 

together around a camp fire. Pupil, Lucas said, "My favourite activity was bridge building. We 

were split into two teams and each team had to design and build bridges across the river. They 

had to be sturdy because at the end we had to walk across them, that was brilliant!" 

This residential trip was hugely beneficial to our pupils and helped to develop their social and 

independent skills, it also builds up their confidence. A great time was all! 

 

GANF’s Governing Body 

We thought you might like to know the names of 

our new Governing Body, here they are: 

Chair: Ann White 

Vice-Chair: Kate Scheel (Community & Safeguarding) 

Pauline Brownlow (Community) 

Laura Dodd (Community) 

John Curnow (Parent Governor) 

Alison Telfer (Parent Governor) 

Sally Hearn (Staff Governor) 

Clerk to the Governors: Jo Ingle 

To contact the Governors, please email Jo Ingle, in the first 

instance at governors@ganf.org.uk 

GANF pupil scores an Advent Calendar ‘Hat Trick’ 

Joe is a pupil at GANF in Cherry 

Class, he is 5 years old and has been 

asked for a third year to appear in the 

online Makaton Advent Calendar.  

Joe is representing the sign for 

“Christmas”. Well done Joe! 

Use this link to view the calendar 

online: 

http://advent.makaton.org/ 

This is the sign for Christmas: 



Twickenham Class       
remember our      

War Heroes 

IN NOVEMBER WE REMEMBER 

During the celebrations of 

WW1 Centenary,       

Twickenham Class made a 

Poppy Wreath display.  

The pupils have been 

learning all about           

Remembrance Day and 

took part in a Question & 

Answer session with      

Assistant Head, Mr Green. 

Mr Green talked about his 

life in the army and 

showed pupils his medals. 

The class also listened to 

'The Last Post' and        

observed a two minute  

silence to think about those 

who died in warfare, and 

those who are still fighting 

in the world today. 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

We got involved with the BBC Children In Need Appeal 

again this year. On Friday 14th November, pupils and staff 

came to school in fancy dress to raise money for the 

cause! 

They wore either something spotty like ‘Pudsey Bear’ or 

they came dressed as their favourite ‘Superhero’. 

The Children had a great day and raised a very             

respectable £245.50 for the Appeal! 

Well done everyone! 

…..other Pudsey news….. 

Elm Class went on a Bear Hunt expedition looking for Pudsey!  

Our very own Enrichment Instructor, Joe, dressed up as Pudsey Bear for the adventure.   

off he goes to hide in the woods,  while the children count!! 

They had great fun following 

clues to find him... 

 

...here’s a picture of when 

Emantus found Pudsey!!! 



LEAVERS INFORMATION EVENING SUCCESS! 

We recently held our second “Leavers Information Evening” 

at Ambergate. 

This gave our Year 11 pupils from Ambergate and our Year 

14 pupils from Sandon, the opportunity to meet with        

organisations and professionals that will be involved with 

them on the next step of their journey, after leaving school.   

The colleges from Grantham, Stamford and Lincoln were all 

on hand to give advice and guidance to students. They    

discussed all the different courses available and how to   

apply for them. 

Independent Travel Trainers, Lynn Wade and Terry Cheeseman, discussed with students and 

parents all about travelling to school and college and how to sign up for Independent Travel 

Training. Information was also given to apply for school transport if necessary. 

The Promoting Employment Team, Craig and Tracey, also joined us to talk to students about 

how they can support them in preparing for work. They also gave information regarding     

Supported Internships; this is a process that they can help students through until the age of 25 

years. Students, parents and/or school, can make a referral to this service if a young person 

decides to leave education. 

Jackie Taylor, Learning Difficulty and Disability Adviser will be available at all Annual            

Educational Reviews for Year 9, 11 and 14 and will give advice on what to do for the future, in 

regard to accessible college courses that students can apply for.  

James Ellis, Vice Principal at GANF, along with members of staff from his team, were available 

to discuss examinations and any other concerns students and parents had.   

Mr Ellis said “This is the second year that we have held this event and it has been extremely 

useful to our students. It enables them to see the opportunities that are available to them after 

leaving Upper School.” 

If you are leaving either Ambergate School or Sandon School next year and have any queries 

please contact Mr Ellis or a member of his team, Mrs Hynard or Mrs Corrall at Ambergate 

School. 

Mini Enterprise for Silverstone  

Silverstone Class embarked on a mini enterprise 

during the run up to Christmas.  

The pupils wanted to help raise some funds for school and decided to make 

their own Christmas decorations to sell. They have used a mass of different 

materials from pine cones to salt dough. The finished decorations were    

beautiful and were on sale during break time on Tuesday 9th December.            

Silverstone’s Enterprise took a very respectable £44.50 on the day.                                 

Well done Silverstone Class! 



RECYCLE BIN - “Having a clear out before Xmas?” 

Please remember our recycle bin in the Sandon Car Park welcomes bags full of Shoes, 

Boots, Trainers, Jeans, Trousers, T-shirts, Blouses, Underwear, Handbags, Belts, 

Jumpers, Scarves, Coats, Suits, Blazers etc. Bedding and curtains not taken.  

THANK YOU :-) 

New items for GANF Sports Department  

I’m sure you will remember earlier in the year, we were collecting    

Sainsburys Active Vouchers and as usual, you all brought them into 

school in droves!!! 

Well….we counted them up...we sent them in...we received some    

Sporting Equipment...easy as pie! 

GANF now have brand new Slalom Poles for football training. A brand new full 

La Cross set to play team matches, and two disabled basket ball hoops. 

Thank you, once again, for your fabulous support in collecting these vouchers, 

we couldn’t get this equipment without you! 

Pictured: Pupil, Ryan Caven 

GANF smashes target of £20,000 for the Ambergate Adapted Gym Project!!! 

 

We have been fundraising for this project for the past 12 months and are now thrilled to      

announce that we have achieved our goal of £20,000!!!  

The children and staff have been phenomenal in getting involved in this project, pupils have 

held numerous cake sales and book sales to raise funds. Staff have donated money from   

outside projects they are involved in, a Teaching Assistant even swam the English Channel    

to help raise money for this project! 

GANF were also lucky enough to receive donations from The Sleaford Mayor's Charity Fund, 

The India Garden Restaurant in Sleaford and the Sleaford Muslim Community Group.         

Donations also came in from The Lions Club and The Grantham Rotary Club. 

GANF’s own parent association, FOSA, also raised money towards the project and The     

National Lottery awarded the fund £10,000. 

Ambergate site has a small outbuilding currently being used for storage and needs a full makeover. The finished Gym will    

include 3 x Interactive Row-Prow Concept II Rowers, 3 x Adapted Fusion R Cycles, Fully Interactive Cardio Wall, 3 x Pro Fit 

Exercise Balls, matted area and 1 x punch bag.  

Works are now being carried out and installation of the equipment has begun. An 

official opening for the New Adapted Gym is planned for the New Year. 

“We would like to take this opportunity to thank    

everyone for there involvement in this project!” 

  



KING OF THE SWINGERS 

Imagine not knowing what it feels like to ride on a swing?  Imagine never feeling free and moving with your feet raised off the ground.  

For some of our pupils, this is absolutely the case and one student in particular, was determined to change this. 

12 months ago, Alfie-Jack had never experienced the movement of a 'Natural Swing' activity, (for Alfie this means being strapped in, raised 
from the ground and set off, experiencing what it is like to be free). 

Alfie-Jack's first experience with the swing was a little uncertain but thanks to the help and support of GANF staff members, Denise & 
Tracey, Alfie-Jack managed to experience what the 'Natural Swing' is all about. 

He has since, had more experiences on the swing and has now progressed to not needing anyone else supporting him and swings         
completely unaided. 

Well done Alfie-Jack!   

Fun at Gravity Fields 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pictured: GANF pupil Lucas Wilson, with the ’Giant of Science’ Lantern                          Pictured: Ascot Class 

Pupils across GANF took part in Gravity Fields Week during September. 

Gravity Fields is a festival of science and art events in Grantham that celebrates one of the world’s greatest scientists and Gran-

tham born, Sir Isaac Newton. 

During the festival, GANF pupils took part in the following workshops:-  

Rocket Schools Workshop - Twickenham, Oak and Beech classes attended this workshop where they learnt about rockets and 

had a go at making one themselves. They were then allowed to fire their homemade rockets at a target! 

Danger High Voltage Science Show - Ascot class joined in this workshop. The students learned about electricity and mag-

netism. 

Cool Light and Optics – Wembley class took part in a hands on science demonstration, focusing on light and optics. 

Pupils from Orchard class also visited Gravity Fields, they were able to have a sensory experience focusing on the amazing light 

exhibition at the George Centre in Grantham. 

As part of the Gravity fields celebrations, Ascot Class were involved in an art workshop with artist Dee Sowden. Dee came into 

school to do artwork with them based on the scientist Rosalind Franklin. They made lanterns and were then invited to the big 

parade, Gravity Fields Carnival. The parade ran through Grantham Town with pupils from other schools also taking part. The 

specially created Rosalind Franklin ‘Giant of Science’ masterpiece was on show, alongside all the lanterns our pupils had made. 



Ambergate Sports 

College 

Dysart Road 

Grantham 

NG31 7LP 

Tel 01476 564957 

Fax 01476 542882 

 

Sandon School 

Sandon Close 

Grantham 

NG31 9AX 

Tel 01476 564994 

Fax 01476 539339 

 

If you have a story you 

would like to appear in the 

GANF Gazette contact 

jacki.bartram@ganf.org.uk  

www.ganf.org.uk 

Every second to be Valuable, Inspiring and Personalised….. 

Lincolnshire County Council is currently reviewing the after school, 
holiday club, community/youth and buddying activities that are currently 
commissioned via Action 4 Children. During this process they want to 
make sure that any changes are in the best interests of children with 
disabilities and their families. 
  
They are hoping to develop a market place in local communities that 
will offer variety and choice, but to do that they need your help in    

completing a short, 7 question survey. You can either complete the form online or print and 
send in a hard copy. To send electronically please use the links below: 
  
Parent Carer: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/139625PBHWA 

Children and Young People: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/139633PPGGS 

Dates for your diary in the  

New Year… 

January 2015 

Mon 5th - Staff Training schools closed 

Tues 6th - Back to school 

Wed 7th - FOSA events meeting, Kings Hotel 6pm  

February 2015 

Fri 13th - Half term 

Mon 23rd - Back to school 

March 2015 

Fri 27th - End of term 

Grantham Autistic  Information Network (GAIN) and FOSA joined 

forces again this year to hold a Children’s Christmas Party. 

The party was held at Ambergate on Saturday 6th December and 

was a superb success. All the children watched Santa arrive on his 

sleigh and then got the chance to visit his magical grotto. The     

children played some fun games and danced until their feet couldn't 

dance anymore! 

GANF would like to thank all GAIN, FOSA and GANF volunteers, without whom, the party 

would not be able to take place. Pictured: Kaitlin West with Santa 

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/139625PBHWA
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/139633PPGGS

