
The graduated approach 

 
5.8 There is a new four part cycle of SEN support outlining how settings can adopt a graduated 
approach to meeting needs. Through this cycle, actions are revisited, refined and revised with a 
growing understanding of a child/young person's needs and what supports the child/young person in 
enabling progress and securing good outcomes.  

 
ASSESS: a setting should undertake a clear analysis of a child/young person's needs drawing on a 
range of information, including the view of the child/young person and those of parents/carers. A 
diagnostic label e.g. autism is not an identified need.  
PLAN: setting staff should agree with the parents/carer and child/young person the intervention to be 
put in place, and the expected progress and outcomes. Any interventions and support delivered 
should be based on evidence of effectiveness.  
DO: the class and/or subject teacher retains overall responsibility for ensuring support is delivered 
and monitored.  
REVIEW: impact and effectiveness of the support and intervention provided should be reviewed in 
light of any progress made, taking into account the views of the child/young person and the 
parent/carer. Often a lack of impact is due to an inadequate identification of need.  

5.9 Following and implementing this graduated approach allows for more detailed approaches, more 
frequent, focused review and more specialist expertise in successive cycles in order to match 
interventions to the SEN of children and young people. Further, at each step of the way it must be 
recognised and acknowledged that parents/carers know their children best and it is important that all 
professionals listen to and understand parents/carers views, in addition to those expressed by 
children and young people.  
 

 
Above is an extract from Criteria of support for children and young people with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND) 0-25 years,  Lincolnshire Children’s Services, 2014.

See webpage for more information and to download the full document. 

https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/support-and-aspiration/sen-and-d-reforms/criteria-of-support-for-children-and-young-people-with-(send)-0-25-years/123013.article

